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TO THE READER. | 


=. combined powers of darkness have conjoined, and made an attempt to over- 
a _ throw the great work of God. Indeed, the truth of heaven has been trampled 
-_ upon with impunity, and the yoke of persecution has been placed upon our 
ei _ mecks. This is another reason why I have resolved to issue this work, that 
’ ‘I may, through it, help to set the cause of righteousness erect, that it may 
pursue its course with ancient speed and spread to earth’s remotest bounds. 


Also, to refute the publications that appear against us im the shape of argu-_ 

ments,.and.thus foil our enemies in their attempts. 

This work is not designed as a standard periodical for the society, but — 
merely to accommodate the members of the church, and public in general, 
in'this city and the.adjoining country. 

_ Oige veason why | issue this work in the form of periodical ie thet 


. it may have a more general circulation, and I shall take the responsibility 
| upon myself for all the original matter that will be inserted. 1 shall close 
the yolame when it is thought proper. | 


I would here observe to the members of the church in this section of 
country, that I had it (as is well known) in contemplation last spring to 

blish O. Cowdery’s letters, giving a history of the coming forth of the 
‘Mormon, and, connected with,them, other original.matter, eveh as 1 
ad written myself, which I asked permission or advice of J. Smith who 
al was at liberty to publish any thing of the kind that would further the 
of righteousness ; I also asked advice of S. Rigdon, who said he.had 
no objection. I intend to publish, in this work, the. above mentioned letters — 
and also a few extracts from the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, shewing 
the order of the church—but shall not interfere with any other publications. 

“My course while publishing this work will be a careful and straight for- 

yard one, and nothing will be admitted in it that will offend the honest — 
inquirer after truth, yet simplicity and plainness will be used: #Furthermore, © 
being conscious that the elders and members of the church inthis section of — 
the country are anxious to be well versed in the scriptures, I shall endeavour 
to pursue a course that will acquaint them with the leading principles of — 
our doctrine, and the abundance of scripture evidence there is to establish’ 
them: and 7 earnestly solicit the prayers of the saints that I may be 
directed ‘in righteousness, and that I may, through the grace of God, 
_ | to roll‘on the stone that is cut out of the mountain without hands; | 
=... __ which-will roll till it fills the whole earth; that peace may flow like a river. 
téall the people of God; and Zion become a peaceful home, ‘and Jerusalem 
;  & quiet habitation for the saints: and until wickedness be done away—tsrael 
- «gathered in oné, the Messiah come, with power-to bless his saints with their 
ie ee inheritance. Also, that this work may be an instrument in@™be 
Si unds of God of breaking doWn prejudice, doing away superstition, ‘and 
= §-—S-—«— losing ‘the vulture fangs of bigotry, that the minds of the people may be 


Free from such encumbrances, and candidly investigate the subject for 


this is the first number of the “Gospel Reflector,” it will not be amiss 
Zive a few outlines of some of the leading principles of our faith,which 
a ‘all’be treated upon in their proper time, and scripture and reason be’ “ 


adduced to authenticate them. rst, the church of Jesus Christ of Latter: ~*~ 
Day ‘Saints, believe that the scriptures contain the words of God, and’ that 
théy are'true and faithful. Second, the Godhead, i. The Father,Son'and' - 
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Holy Spirit. The Father being a personage of spirit, glory and: power: 
_ possessing all perfection and fulness: The Son, who was in the bosom 
_ of the Father, personage of tabernacle, made, or fashioned like unto min, 
or, rather, man was framed after: his likeness, and in his image :—he also 
possesses all the fulness of the Father, or, the same fulness with the Father, 
‘possessing the same mind with the Father, which mind: is the Holy Spirit, 
_that bears record of the Father and the-Son, these three are one, of in other 
“words, these three constitute the godhead. Third, that the name of Jesus 
Christ is the only name given under heaven, whereby Pr er be saved. 
_ Fourth, that the Gospel of” Christ, which is giad 
-the-only plan of salvation. Its principles as follows: First, flu in God and ‘4 
Ais commandments ; second, inasmuch as all have ‘it is 


Is, inspiration, 
needed, thus the of the : “ They have trans 

the law, changed the ordiaance, and broken the everlasting covenant.” 
“this reason.the Lord has spoken from on high, and caused light. o 
more to d@wn upon the benighted world, and hath restored the 
order of the church, and hath set the honest in heart emir £35) the faith 
‘once delivered to the saints ; arid is clothing his servants w 5 

‘proclaim the fulness of his gospel to the inhabitants of the earth, asa 
with irist, whom we believe will come in 


hath: by his’ p 
forth the Book of Mormon, which in a reoord of the cient. 


pay | 
ay dispersion back their 
Book. of reveals 


will receive the 
A 


TemMmission c 200 IS KIDGGOrM C sce I 
38) fourth, the laying on of hands for the reception of the Holy Ghost ; a 
(see Acts viii. chap., do. xix: chap.); fifth, in having the Church of Christ a 
organized according to the New Testament pattern; with apostles, propt a 
and evangelists, earnestly contending for the faith once 
to the saints,—and the p spiritual gifts; (see I. Cor, 
xiv. chap., Eph: iv. chap., Mark xvi, chap.) sixth, that the majority ofthe ... 4 
Christian: world have apostatized from God, and rejected much: ofthe 
going order of the gospel, and iastead of contending for the giftof the .-. .«. 
< 
in 
and saints to lake vengeance on the wicked, and Gestroey them, Gua 
set-up q 
JLUURT ) 
be done ere | the fact. that: me 
f rael thet 
weapons of . 
Léerd in very-deed. But more of this a 
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many from the rinciples of righteousness, and 
to -be divi ied into sectend 


_ thig:proclamation, “the kingdom of God is at hand.” The 


THE PRESENT ‘CONDITION OF 


¥ =» 
P 


ENT CONDITION. OF BOTH JEWS AND GENTILES WITH RE- 
@ARD TO RELIGION, 


understand the precise condition of bath Jows Gen- 
‘ties: with to religion, it will be necessary to take'a re 


. “view of both in past ages of the world. We will commence with the 


‘Jews.’ 
* The history of the descendants of Abbaham t# somewhat peculiar ; 


“part of it is taken up in recording their prosperity, and their triumphs 
‘over their enemies, and they seemingly under the fostering care sted 

“Otnipotence, who showered his blessings upon them. Ino 

“are, recorded the awful calamities that.came upon them i oltmeneeee 
Of: disobedience, and they being at times forced to pay tribute to other 
tions, and. sometimes subjected to the’ most.,cruel .bondage, and 
,driven from their land, and placed in the most dcjoaend condition. of 
a#lavery, as though the great God had cast. them off for ever, and they 
were to linger out a miserable existence in wretchedness and servitude. 
Fer-instance, the ten tribes that revolted in the days-of Rehoboam, 
and, chose Jeroboam son of Nebat to be: their king, and thus formed 


ae a te! separate government by themselves, and remained so until they be- 


wicked; andthe consequence was, the were led-off of their 
‘lands by Shalmaneser, king of Asyria, (see II Kings, xviii. 
igve:hevér returned to possess the land of Palestine since. 

sed that they returned after the ee ca 
it Cannot be proved that they did. 
“The tribes of Judah and Benjamin, and some scattering indiv 
‘from other tribes were left to possess the land of Canaan... They, 


they. remained seventy years, and then returned and rebuilt, the tem- 
and repaired the waste places of Jerusalem. Fora short.time, 
-dtis.probable they. were faithful to. their God, but at length in. the 


‘to death; others they shut in prison: Previous to the comit 
‘they were troubled ‘with false prophets, and ‘false 


of. 


es, 


parties, whe by the help of 


‘craft,’ ‘Opinions of ‘their scribes, and doctors of the law, anid foolisti’ 
fully prepared them to rejéct their Messiah when ‘he’caime. © 


the time of the Lord our blessed master made his 
Among them,, and commenced his divine mission; .choge twelye 


‘disciples and sent them before him into all the citics of Israel, ; 
and Sadducees ever tenacious for their religion, were alarmed at , . 


ih became wicked, and were taken as captives to. Babyjon,: wh asi 2 


gidat their prosperity. they became proud, and the Lord -sent pro- 
phets to reprove.them of their sins. ‘Some of them they stoned; some 


and to destroy him. He boldly reproved 
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their wickedness, and taught them the pure principles 


‘and:virtee.. The fessed to believe the law and the ro pare 
itvis: evident: ther faith. was nominal; “If ye would 
andthe prophets ye would believe me, for they wrote of me.” “ 
professed: to worship according to the law, but Jesus accused sheen et of 
maki the:luw through the tradition of their elders: ‘'yelave 
omi htier matters of the: law, merey, 
pare He them pardon.on condition t woud: 
his testimony, and obey his aoontiiadie but they wild not. He mourh- 
ed: over: them and said, Jerusalem! Jerusalem ! thou that stenest 
othe. -gnd killest them that I sent unto you, how oft would J 
have: gathered you, but ye would not.” He foresaw that they wold 
@sa nation: him and:those that he sent unto them; he 
uttered ‘the awful denunciations 'that their city should be thrown Gowh, 
not one'stone should be left upon another, and it should be traddén 
«down of: the Gentiles, until the times. of the Gentiles be fulfilled ;:and: 
should... be led .captive into--all nations. He: declared® to 
them plainly that the kingdom of God should be taken from=them, 
.and given to,or conferred upon; a nation bri forth, or who should 
the-fruits tere no doub the transm 
gospel with ‘a ings that appertatned to: it, frony the 
Jews; and confer 
‘things to them, it with other thi 


Jowers he. had obtained. 
‘disciples, and: commissioned and commanded them to : 
world and: to every creature ;. with t 

they-were to tar rusalem until they: were endued: power 
‘fromon high... This: was done on, the day: of pentecoat, when three 
‘thousand believed and were baptised. The s then 


ed them against ‘him; end 


After the resurrection Jesus appeared to his 


paredto preach the fulness of the gospel, and the Lord determined that | 


‘that nation should be: kept without’ an excuse, sent then 
_ lested: the: apostles, accordi 

years, during which: time the Jews were fi 
the yet they ‘were drop to 
to the ‘wast shabiitede oF The apostles diseo- 
seeing ye ye count yourselves unworthy of eternal! fe;lo 

toithe Gentiles.” - Thus, ‘the Jews as: ‘ation openly 


the of 
in falfi ment of ‘was destro 


ituponthe Gentiles. After Christhad declaredthese 


took and crucified him; and ‘were ready to persecute the few ‘fol- 4 
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6 PRESENT CONDITION OF 


and nearly one million and a half of Jews in Jerusalem and other 
aces, and at other times during the war perished, and a. remnant of 
Gary a few thousand were left, and they were dispersed, to different 
-parts of the earth. Since that time Jerusalem has been in the hands 
of their enemies, and they in some centuries have been subjected to | 


dove, having no place to rest. These ge have come upon them in 

y- (see Deut., xxviii. c p.) Indeed, the ser : 
are so full of predictions to this effect, and it is so well known that 
they have been fulfilled to the very letter, that it is not neCessary to 
refer to them. At present, notwithstanding their former troubles, the 
‘Cloud of affliction.seems to have in part blown over, yet they are in a 
scattered condition... The other tribes of Israel are also scattered, and 
po.one knows where they are except it is by revelation. _However, 
the prophet speaking of their return in the latter days, says * they shall 


worst of bondage and Indeed they have been like Noah’s 


-come. from the land of the morth,” (see Jer. xvi. 15.) Thus, we 


see the dealings of God with his ancient covenant people. When they 
the commandments of the Lord they were blessed 


‘with many blessings; but when they transgressed the law of the Lord, 


_ they were brought into bondage by their enemies; and when they 


* 


that they should perpetually dwell on it if they 


. rsion with the e 
_ heive embraced christianity. They 


committed more sggravating crimes they were driven from the land 
of Canaan. And thus, the children of Israel as a nation or nations 
ressed ; and thus they have been driven and put under the 
control of their enemies. It is true the Lord promised Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob that they should have the land of for themselves, and 
their posterity for an -everlasting inheritance ; but he sd gsm 
rare 


y become wicked.. T 
is time enough yet for the Lord to fulfil that promise when on ae 
sufficiently punished for their crimes; and he has positively | 

by the mouth of his prophets that he will gather the children-of Israel 
from their long dispersion, and bring them back upon their own: land. 
Christ says that Jerusalem shall be in the hands of their enemies, until 
the times.of the Gentiles be fulfilled. How soon that will be I shall 
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are constantly 100 for him to come, others ‘say 
wit come in tnis neration 


JEWS AND GENTILES. 7 
it thatthe unds which the Jews 
grounds upon 


Christ are a3 follows: the traditions 


and sinners, and chose-illiterdie ‘fishermen. for his disciples. 
for the him, aad prepadioed 
citcala r reports concerning judiced 
of the at against him, and taught 
them believe tha 


were blinded with regard to hie re coming, and mistook what: we 

— to be his second advent, for his first; which is 

re mes thus, in a brief manner, traced the dealings of 
ews: 


to the present age of the world, and specified their pre» 


sent condition, we will now take a retrospective glanee at the history 


_ of the Gentiles with regard to Christianity, and the dealings of God: 


| divided 


was:-the worst of impostors: and thus 


to-comea. 
with the: 


crimes, rs T ende rec 1 


that when the Messiah should come, he would come in great pomp 4 
and splendor, and act the part of an earthly prince, and subdue their a 
enemies, restore the kingdom again to Israel, and gather them (that:is a 
the dispersed tribes,) from all parts where they were scattered, and a 
phocediians once mere upon the land of Canaan. _ With this exalted a 
idea of tgiumphing over their enemies when their Messiah came, 4 
the to such humility as to receive a meek and hum-: 
| 
themselves unworthy: of the oracles of God. Consequently hetook . 4 
his oracles: from them, and conferred them upon.a people:(Israel) 
whom he raised up for that purpose, also to perpetuate his holy ae 
name. Thus the Gentiles ‘were left in darkness, and remained:so.- 7 
> of Christ. At this time the Jews: had: broken “= 
the Lerd made with them on mount Sinai and 
cts, and at last rejected Christ, after they hada . 
recei ing him. Hence said. Christ, as have 
stated, God shall be taken from yous”: ‘Phe 
apostles,:after having finished their missiono the Jews; were'com= 
manded tapublish the gospel to the Gentiles, which they did: with oe” 
‘much: success. Branches of the Church of Christ were established 
place: am@ng:.the Gentile nations; and:as: Christ saidtthey 
should bring:forth or: préduce the fruits of his kingdom—itis evident 
the apostles: preached the gospel of Christ:in its:purity;and 
| the ordinance:of baptism 
| -the-laying on of hands for the reception of the: Haly-Ghost;to all 
repented of their sins. These also wert-the initiatory 9 


(See ist Peter ii. 5-9, Acts xiii. 3, John xv. 16.) After "tie. (nos. 
_ before;) authority was conferred upon the or they fully « 


. tinue till all come. to the:unity of the faith. apostles 
were placed iin the church for the work of ‘the ministryj:end: 
for the perfecting of the saints: No one will pretend to say thatither 


said that he would it 
that he would do it. 


8 | THE PRESENT CONDITION OF 


ordinances: into the kingdom of God, or church militant. (See. John 
iii, Mark xvi. 16, Acts ii. 38, Acts viii. chap., Acts x. chap.) The: 
apostles, also, were delegated with an extraordinary power or au- 
eras J to administer the above mentioned ordinances, and adopt souls . 
into the kingdom of God; which authority they received -by»the:im-— 
ition of hands, and which Peter denominates the holy priesthood. 


the:kingdom of God, and all who belies ntered int: its::is/ And this 
hiegdomn being taken from the Jews, was organized ac 
apostles’ testimony among the Gentiles, and they produced the. fruits: 
of the same as follows :—‘ Now ye are the body of : Christ, and: 
members ‘in particular. And God hath set some in the church# first, 
secondarily, prophets; thirdly, teachers; after that miracles 
then gifts of healings, helps, governments, deversities ‘of | a 
I-Gor. xii. 28. In the former part of this chapter the-apostle mentions 
several of the spiritual gifts, and in the first chapter. of this a. 
he thanks God that the Corinthian brethren come behind in no gift 
In:the.4th chap. of Eph. the a — says, “ Wherefore he saith ‘when: 
he ascended on high, led captivity captive, and gave pifts.unte:— 
mens * * And»he: gave some, apostles; and some,: pro- 
phets ‘some; evangelists, and some pastors and teachers;: for’. 
the ip of the Saints, for the work of the ministry, for 
the) edifying - ‘of ‘body of Christ; til we: all come in: ‘the: 
unity of the: faith, and. of: the knowledge of: the son: of 
From the: foregoing quotations the reader will readily discover that 
the: Church: of Christ -was anciently organized, having im it a 
rophets, <c. ; and the gifts or fruits of the kingdom of God: 
sift of administration of angels, visions, ‘the spirit :of 
Fakenuane in other tongues, the laying on of ha othe: 
of k, écc., &c. (See Eph. i, 17, Cor. ii, | 
chy Heb. xiii, 2 2,1 Cor. xiv. ch.) Christ said, these | signs shall follow: 
them ‘that believe, “in my name shall they cast: out-devils,” 


shee! 


‘Bat says the objector, these offices of the church, and the various gifts: 


tianity; which was done in t ys of the apostles. | 
Scriptures say no such thing ; but to the contraty to:con-: 


Christian: world is united at present; and but what the w 
ministry is necessary now-a-days. Jn a word, God placed: 
mentioned officers in his church, and blessed: his‘sainte with spirit 
;,and now who has the authority to: change this 

Phe-answer is; God alone has the authority: to do it. 
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| JEWS: AND GENTILES. 


were to continue till we all come to the unity.of the, faith. James: 
says, i. ch. 25 verse: “ But whose looketh into: the law of. 
liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetfu hearer, but a 
doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his:deed.” . This. | 
fect law of liberty here alluded to, evidently i is the gospel, and. Poth: 4 
the above, the apostle certainly considered it perfect. . And every one: = 
knows that if it is- perfect, it vill not admit of any change forthe — @ 
* betters consequently, if changed at all, it will be for the worse.: Now: 
_ the gospel being’the law of liberty, or of the kingdom: of God,,,te-- 
quires that all the above mention officers, and spiritual gifts should: 
be in the: kingdom, and the gifts enjoyed by' the s of the 
dom of God. . But says one where are they now! Ah! that’s. 
trouble! Have they not ceased from being among the Gentiles? 1 
they have. What % isthe cause? I answer, the Gentile churches have: 
corrupted themselves ;—they have done wickedly, and divided: them 
selves into sects and parties, and broken the covenant the Lord made: Za 
with their fathers when he took the from peer which 
will prove by the predictions: of the 
From what has been said, it will precise nisneerin 
which the kingdom of God was. organized i in the cantakiaies of the! a 
world, and we can look upon it in no other age of the were asbeingi(‘w«ws GG 
‘any more perfect, and re it Was then, the same it Ought to ‘be now. | _ 
But to proceed. 
_ ‘The apostle Paul say 3 ch., “I say them, 
Jews) stumbled that they should fall? God forbid; but rather. 
their unbelief salvation is come unto the Gentiles.to provoke a 
lousy.” The a here evidently has an allasion to the ki 
taken from the Jews, and conferred upon: the Gentiles; 
he says: “ Well, because of unbelief he Jows) were 
and: thou {the Gentiles,) standest by faith.. But be not high mindedj . © 
but fear: for if God spared not the natural branches take heed lest ae 
spare not thee.” “ Behold the goodness and severity of God on them 
whieh fell, severity ; but toward thee goodness, if thou continve:inhis 
gootiness, otherwise thou (the Gentiles) also shall be cut off.” “Now: 
- ask-how the Gentiles were to be cut off; was it not from the : 

_ @f thée:gospel of peace, such as the spiritual gifts? Indeed, the apostie 
forewarned them saying: “take for thou standest by faith,’ 
says, goodness toward them if coll contnuein the goose 
the Lord, otherwise they should be cut off like the Jews were; 
their wickedness. Paul says in another 
any means: for that day shall: Ahete 

first, and that man sin be reveaiedl:the son ot 


: 
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of 


ystery of iniquity doth already work among you,—” 2 Thes. ii, 7- 


m 
_ Again, Paul said to the Ephesians: “For I know this, that after my 


ting shall grevious wolves, enter in among you, not sparing the 


| flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse 


things, fo draw away disciples after them,—” Acts, xx, 29, 30. From 
this prediction we are led to believe, that this wa tacaie 2 eommenced 
in an‘early age. Indeed, after the disease of the apostles, men began 
todissent, and introduce new doctrines, and draw disciples after them ; 
: h, persecution raged so violently in that early age, that the — 
man of sin, or the falling away was not so visible until the time of 
Constantine the Great: when the death blow was struck to the spirit 
of ‘humility. That which was said to be the gospel, was then propa- 
gated by the authority of the Roman-Empire ; kings, governors, pro- 


» consuls, magistrates, the noble, the proud, the philosopher, the learned, 


‘and the wise began to embrace Christianity ; and whereas the apostles 
preached Christ,and him crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and 
to the Greeks foolishness, and had the finger of scorn pointed at them: 
these things which were su mysterious to the Jews and Greeks, were 
now no longer considered a mystery; dissenters after dissenters arose, 
heresy after heresy was introduced ; creeds, confessions of faith, and 
opinions of men, and at length to crown the climax, church and state 
‘were united: and just in proportion as these things made their appear- 
ance, truth, righteousness, and the spiritual gifts receded, and the spirit — 


. of Anti-Christ took their place. The learned historian Mr. Jones, 
makes the following remarks concerning the situation of the Christian 
» faith in the days of Constantine: ““ Now — began to new-model the 


Christian church, the government of which was as far as possible, 


arra conformably to the government of the state. ‘The emperor 


umed the title of bishop—and claimed the power of regu- 
its external affairs; and he and his successors a cineind coun- 


cils, in which:they presided, and determined all matters of discipline. 


The bishops corresponded to those magistrates whose jurisdiction was 
confined to single cities; the metropolitans to the pro-consuls or pre-. 
sidents%f. provinces ; the primates to the emperor’s vicars, each of | 

whom governed one of the imperial provinces. Canons and preben- 


_daries of cathedral churches took their rise from the societies’ of 


ecclesiastics, which Eusebius, bishop of Verceil, and after him Au- 


ustine, formed in their houses, and in which these prelates were styled _ 


4 
| 
r fathers and masters. 
. This constitution of things was an entire departure from the order 
. p established under divine direction by the apostles of @ : 
Ee | mitive churches. In fact, scarcely any two things couldbe 
. more dissimilar than the simplicity of the gospel dispensation from ~ 
the hierarchy established under Constantine the Great. “Let none,” 
* says:Dr. Mosheim, alluding to the first and second centuries, “con- 79 
found. the bishops of this primitive and golden period of the church 
with: those.of whom we readin the following ages. though © 
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they were both designated by the same name, yet — differed exe 
tremely in many respects. ‘he scriptures were now:no longerithe 
standard of the christian faith, What was orthodox, and what hete- 
rodox, was, from henceforward, to be determined by the cect of 
fathers and councils.” 

_ Indeed, the history of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh poi 
turies is only a record of one perpetual scene of controversies, héresies; 
and dissentions. Among the most noted controversies of ‘these: oe 

the seven 


was the Arian. As for sects, parties, and contrary opinions: 
ps almost without number. At the commencement 6 
the dominion of popes was established.: The power of-other’ 
then began’ to decline; and the popes began to exercise their 
lordly aithothty over them, and in many instances compelled them to 
comply with their requisitions, till the church. power, or authority:was © 
more or less concentrated in the popes. Several have laboured ito 
trace an unbroken succession of authority from the apostles to 
without having been connected with popery ijn any age, 
ut they have been unsuccessful in their attempts. Jn the: seventh | 
and eighth centuries popery had great power over the Christian world: 
In the ninth century the Greek church separated. from: the; Roman, 
In the twelfth century the societies of Waldenses.and- 
their appearance, who were most. cruelly Abe 
mother church. In the sixteenth century the. far amed refo; 
commenced. “fe 
In this century Martin Luther, John Calvia, Henry the VI Ll a 
many others dissented from the Roman Church: and from: that fae 
- to the present there has been a constant breaking off from the.-Pro- 
testants that call themselves orthodox, and establishing new societies, — 
until the Protestants are divided and subdivided, and have imbibed 
hundreds of different opinions concerning the plain and pure principles 
of the gospel. Indeed, the countless tomes of controversy, the schisms . 
in the churches, disputations, envy, rancour, pride, a and ha the heart 
that have corrupted the Gentile churches, are enough to make 
of a true saint sicken at the thought: 
_ (Now I ask, where did the Protestants get their authority tocstablish 
cleieohes and administer ordinances? It cannot be that they got it 
- immediately from heaven, for they deny all immediate revelation from — 
- Gods I know we hear the clergy telling about their calls to ‘. 
but I conclude their calls are quite different from those of the apostles; 
 forthey-‘were called by direct revelation. But says: one, .we' have 
thé commission that was given to the apostles, andthat is 
_ I reply, General Washington had a commission, to act as 
_. @ommander in chief of the United States aig and after thatas. pre- 
sient; but he is dead and his body is in the silent tomb, aud his 
is of no use to any other person. Paul. says, No’ an 
bee — this honour unto himself, but he that is called o God-as was 
v. 4. Aaron was called by @jrect revelation, and 
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ve has already been stated that there was to be a falling away } rior 
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secrated to the office of a priest by the imposition of Moses’ hands. 
If the Protestants have any authority, it came from the Mother Church ; | 
but how can it be that they have any legal authority from the Mother 


-@harch when they were condemned as heretics, and excommunicated ? 


who have power to confer authority, have power to take it . 
uway. The Protestants have universally protested against the Roman 
‘Church and called her the Mother of 
~“INow if the Catholic Church is corrupt her authority is not good : 
then as the most of the Protestants are branches that sprung from them, 
of course their authority, or church power, is not pure. “A co 


fountain camot send forth pure water.” What authority had Luther, 


Calvin, Henry the VIII, and many others to establish churches. I 


_ answer, they denied immediate revelation, consequently they were not 
_ @@mmissioned at all; and none of them had any more authority to ad- — 


Minister ordinances, than I have to sit upon the French throne, and 
act in the oe of a king. Indeed, if God had called these Re- 
) d have preached the pure gospel, and contended 
for the faith once delivered to the saints: also for the spiritual gifts. 
* Surely,” says the prophet Amos, iii. 7, “ the Lord God will do no- 
ng but herevealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.” From 


_ this scripture we learn that the Lord will do no great work without 
| er it to his servants: therefore, the fact that these reformers 


received no revelations, proves beyond successful contradiction that 


* God never authorized them to build up churches, or administer or- 


| It is-true they done good by moralizing the. world, but 
Sie Moctrines ch taught were contrary to the Holy Scriptures, which 
is already proved from what has been said concerning the New Tes- 


" tament order of the church, and the gifts of the spirit. 


These’ Reformers had no such organization and received no such 
= as before mentioned. But it is useless to dwell any Jonger upon 
his part of the subject, for it is known to every one who is acquainted 
with the history of the church, that, as a general thing, all the authori- 
ties*of the Protestants can be traced back to the Roman Catholic 
Church only. Therefore, considering the apostacy of the Roman 
Church, we are irresistably led to the conclusion that the Protestant 
denominations, who got their authority from them, are in a similar 
situation as the Jews, living under a broken covenant: and if the 
scriptures be true both Catholics and Protestants are in a state of 
apostacy ; as I shall proceed to prove. 


tothe second coming of Christ. Isaiah says, “ The earth also is de- 
filled under ‘the inhabitants thereof, because they have transgressed the 


laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. There- _ 
_ fore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein 
 @ife desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and - 


few men left.” Isa. xxiv. 5,6. +.This prophecy certainly alludes to 
the Gentiles, and the cofijpletion of its fulfilment is of-as lateadateas 
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turned unto fables. 2 Tim. iv. 1—4. It has already been provéd tha 
+ the Protestants have no legal authority from God, and the Catholg 
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the nineteenth century, for no destruction by fire so universal has 
ever come upon any people as the one here mentioned. Indeed, the. 
inhabitants of the earth are to be burned and few are to be left.. And 
what for? The prophet assigns the breaking of the. everlasting 
_ covenant as one reason. *This everlasting covenant certainly is ‘the 
gospel covenant. Thus we discover that with all the exertions of the 
Protestants and Catholics to convert the world to their notions and 
bring about a millennium, there is to be a great destruction, and but 
few will be left. The prcphet says, “ priest.and people, masterand 
servant, mistress and maid, buyer and seller, borrower and lender, — 
shall all share alike in this destruction ; because they have broken the 
covenant.” The Saviour speaking of his second coming’ says, \* It 
shall be as it was in the days of Noah;” and we know there was but 
a few saved in that day. Paul says, 1 Tim. iv. 1, 2, “ Now theSpint 
speaketh expressly that in the latter times some shall depart from:the 
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, doctrines of devils; speaking 
lies in hypocrisy ; having their conscience seared as with a hot iron.” vw 
Again, says the Apostle, 2 Tim. iii. 1—5, “ This know. also, thatin 
the last days perilous times shall| come: for men shall be lovers of = ~~ @ 
their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient’ = =| 
to parents, unthankful, unholy,” “ Havine A FORM OF GODLINESS, BOT 
DENYING THE POWER THEREOF: from such turn away.” Nowitis — | 
evident that the Apostle here alludes to those who profess godliness; — 
for infidels make no profession of the kind. Indeed, does not the 
apostle allude to the various denominations of the present age who jg “@% 
deny the gifts of the spirit, and say they are no longer needed? aa 
Christ said, “ Beware of false prophets, that com@'to you in sheep’s a 
clothing; but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” Mat. vii. 15. ‘Thé | 
characters Christ here describes are not dissimilar to those that Paul 
alludes to, for both were to have on the = of a saint, or to fess 
rodliness; but deny the power thereof. Is it not characteristic of the 
tile churches to deny many of the promised blessings of the gos- 
pel? The power of true godliness according to the scriptdres’ was 
that spirit which enabled the people of God by faith to heal the sick, 
speak in other tongues, work miracles, see visions, and foretel future 
events. Paul made the following prediction concerning the —_ | 
rae ‘“‘T charge thee therefore before God and the Lord Jesus 
yhrist, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and 
his kingdom ; preach the word; be instant in season, out of season ; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering and doctrine. For the 
time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after 
_ their.own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, — ee 
ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and sh@ll be 


also-have excommunicated them, consequently, they have no 
€xcept what they have assumed: and this is what Paul said—“they 
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shall heap to themselves teachers.” ‘They shall turn from the truth — 
unto fables.” When we consider their creeds, opinions of men, and 
books of divinity, &c., we are not astonished at the apostle’s declara- 
tion. Peter, speaking of future ages, says: ‘“ But there were false 


prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers 


among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even deny- 
ing the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift de- 
struction. And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason 

of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.” 2 Pet. ii: 1, 2. _ 


- From this we learn that an abundance of false teachers were to make 


their appearance. He further adds, “ Knowing this first, that there 
shall come in the last days scoffers, walking alter their own lusts.” 
2 Pet. iii. 3. We might insert a multitude of other passages of scrip- 


* ture on.this subject, but enough are already inserted, for it is evident, 


if the bible be. true, that all Papistsand Protestants, Jews and Greeks, 


‘are in a state of apostacy and worshiping under broken covenants. 
~The Catholics are portrayed by the man of sin before mentioned, and 


the Protestants by the false teachers. Ina word they have turned 
the word of God upside down, and substituted darkness for light, light 
for darkness, truth for error, error for truth, guess-work for know- | 
ledge, and Anti-Christ for Christ. No wonder the prophet alluding to 
some future age said, ‘darkness covered the earth and gross dark- 
ness the peo fe:” also that there should be a great destruction and 


but few should be left. | 
_ Having thus traced the history of both Jews and Gentiles down to 


the present time, and described the true state of their apostacy; and. — 
now I ask, believing that Christ is coming in the clouds with power 
and ‘great glory, that the way must be prepared before him, and that 
the children of Isreal are to be gathered, and the kingdom restored 


to them again, the wicked destroyed, and the earth pores for the 


abode of celestial saints, what is to be done? Let the prophets and 
apostles tell the secret, and let us read and believe their,testimony, 
and prepare for the great and notable day of the Lord, when the 
heavens shall be unveiled, the elements melt with fervent heat, and — 
when the kings and ‘the great men, the bondmen and the freemen, 


' Sahall-call for the rocks of the mountains to fall on them and hide them: 


from the presence of Him who sitteth on the throne;—but the saints 
shall lift up the heads and rejoice knowing that the time of their re- 
demption is then come. | 


THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE RELIGIOUS WORLD REPRESENTED © 
“BY THE SIMILITUDE OF A DREAM. 


gst was reposing one day in a beautiful grove, and meditating 


upon’ the present condition;of the world, my mind became lost as to 


the things that were around me, and I fell into a deep sleep and 


+ 
ve 
= 
a 
NOM 
‘ 
wee 
i 
= 
aS 
x 
a 
» 
, 
4 


THE RELIGIOUS WORLD. 15 | 


dreamed a dream; and behold I was carried away and set down in 


a great field, and it was filled with a numerous concourse of people — 
who seemed to be in great confusion, and they did not appear to agree» 


with each other, but walked in different directions. When saw this 
I marveled greatly, andwhen I viewed them more closely, I dis- 
covered they were people of all ranks and grades of society ;.-and 
what still more astonished me, was, they were people from all the na- 
tions of the earth. I also discovered that they were engaged im several 
_ different exercises. I enquired of one that stoee by what this meant, 
he told me that it was their several exercises in religious worship. 
While beholding the heathen part of this company I was much pained 
to see the awful cruelties that they inflicted upon themselves during 


"their ceremonies ;—I] exclaimed, O ignorance ! thou foul monster, why 


hast thou so much degraded this people. 

I then turned my attention to that part of the multitude that pro- 
fessed Christianity. As I drew near-and entered into the midst of the 
company, I was asked if I enjoyed religion, and belonged to any so- 
ciety ; | answered, and made known my condition, hoping to receive 
such instructions as would relieve my mind, and remove the burden 


from it. I entered into conversation with several and found them to 


have opposite opinions. Some manifested a warm zeal for their cause 
and strenuously opposed others ; and others were more candid. At 
this warring about creeds, and clashing of opinions, I was astonished, 
for they all pretended to prove their sentiments true by the bible. I 
was much disgusted and was about to turn from the scene in despair ; 
but several gathered around me who tried to persuade me to embrace 
their several creeds. Some said this difference of opinion was of mi- 
nor consequence. I soon turned from the scene of contention about 
creeds and listened to hear some of them give their descriptionsiof 
the glory, majesty and beauty of heaven: also the advantage of being 
a Christian. On the other hand some attempted to describe the woes 
and pains_of hell that will be inflicted upon those who —s the 


commandsof God. This produced much contention among 


some said there was a hell, others said there was none. I was also 


_ displeased at this, and was about to turn away and have nothing more 


to do with religion or its votaries: but being urged by all parties to’ is 


read the scriptures and satisfy myself,—which I resolved to do; but 
when | thoroughly examined them for myself I found that the mass of 
the christian part of this company were professing one thing, and liv- 
ing by another. In order to reconcile my mind to this I wagcited to 
learned men to get an explanation of the scriptures. I called on them, 
and truly they made much exertion to explain the scriptures to my 
satisfaction, and at the same time to suit their creeds. ith their fine 


hes, and the rehearsing of popular traditions, and through the | 


_ means of the modern spiritualizing system, I was in part converted to 
their opinions. Therefore, I resolved to embrace some popular doc- 
_ twine, and float with the current of popularity. I then forsook candid 
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investigation, and commenced to support a. arty and abide by the 


teachings of men. But before. was so deeply involved in party spirit spirit 
that I could not be prevailed upon to investigate for myse 

was changed, and I was rescued: before bigotry and superstition hed 
eet! eir serpent fangs upon me, I wagaroused to- see: my situa- 


iw appeared a cloud which hovered over the maltitude,. 
: eee 4 singular appearance, being accompanied with a terrible noise. 


Rha bustle and noise ef the multitude was soon hushed, and a profound 


‘silefice reigned in its stead, whilst every eye looked upon this singular 
- phenomenon with wonder and astonishment. And behold, there ap- 
peared a personage in sight that was descending through the ethereal 
ae and bending his course towards the field that contained the mul- 
titude. I was much astonished at this scene, and wondered with great 
admiration. | All stil] continued in silence, wondering what this meant. 
- thought that it was an omen of some awful event; and & 
ught otherwise. This poruonnge soom landed ‘in the midst 0 

“multitude 

-] drew near him, to hear from shins he.came, and I soon learned 
that-he' was from some distant planet, but he refused to give any further . 
information upon the subject. I was then very anxious to watch the 
actions and movements of this stranger, and hear what he had to say. 
Some of the Christian part of the multitude soon enquired if -he be- 
lieved and enjoyed religion ; he answered that he was entirely ignorant — 
the Christian religion ; but he manifested a4 willin to learn all 
the particulars of the same. I was much elated at 
that she would soon be converted and embrace the Christian faith. 
~ ‘Some from all parties.rushed forward to enter into conversation ‘with 
. bim,reach hoping to convince him that his system of religion was 
superior toothers. He was however dissatisfied with their contentious 


a rit, and called for their rules or statutes; es soon. present the 
».~ bible to him, extolling it as being the best of all books, In jt said-they 


are the principles of the pure Gospel of Christ,—the of ight 
knowledge. The favourable description they gave of indaged 
to. peruse it. 

> Without any prepossessed opinions he read its sacred. , and 
oo was much a enews with the doctrine therein set forth. . He read 
the histor hrist, and the object of his mission, and. was. much — 
elated... He the Gospel of Christ and was overwhelmed with joy 
thitik.that he had found a doctrine that guaranteed: unto his 
"soul's salvation, and warranted to him such precious blessings and - 
» He read that God had. organized ‘his Church on earth, with | 

ts, and had promised various _—. gifts, such as healing oe 

in other tongues, pr yings, visions, administration 
Of pugels, &c., on conditions of obedience. After he had learned ie 
the;dogtrine of Christ, and the manner the church wis organized,.and 
he resolved that he‘ would: go to’ ‘any: 


4 


a 
f 
> 
4 
ae 
¢ 
ty 
ey 
7 
ar) 
3 - 
4 
< 
q 
< 
3 ¥ 
Fy ‘ 
$ 
: 


; 


> 


THE RELIGIOUS’ WORLD. 1% 


in order:to embrace such a religion as this. After he had carefully 
perused the scriptures, he had no other expectation than that he should 


find a church organized according to the New Testament pattern, 


and people enjoying the blessings above mentioned, Indeed, he was 
in mind those who advised him to: read the 
bible believed all those things, and that they had apostles, and pro- 
phets in the church according to the pattern. . He immediately, soli- 
cited some of them in a candid way to give him an introduction to 
some of their apostles, that he might converse with them on this im- 
portant subject. The reply was we have no apostles in the church 


"~The stranger was astonished at this, and looked as though he was 
— a in his anticipations, and his hopes were entirely 
blast 


,a would sink in despair. However, he recovered him- 
self from the shock, and poyeeet for prophets. and those who enjoyed 


some of the spiritual gifts. The reply was, we have no p s, and 
_ these gifts are no longer needed.. He immediately ee of 


acting dishonestly with him: first, they informed him that the bible 
gave a description of their doctrines; but when he read and com- 


pared it with their doctrines and enquired for apostles and prophets, 


&c., they denied having any such organization; yet they said they 
pion God according to the scriptures. He declared that they 
did not believe what they professed, and turned from them much dis- 


satisfied, condemning whole of the Christian religion and its 


votaries, saying he would have nothing more todo with them. They 
soon, however, said he was deluded, and warned the multitude to be- 

. After carefully watching the actions of the stranger, and heari 
what he had:to say, and seeing the manner in which he was treate 
the eyes. of my-understandipg were opened, and I saw the conditi 


_ T.was in, and also the awful apostacy. of the Church, or of those who 


professed: the Christian religion, and began to contend for the neces- 
sity ofa continuation of apostles, prophets, &c. I was soon. consi- 


dered,heretic—the* finger of scorn was pointed at me, and an 


uproaravas raised among the multitude, and they cried, saying, “ have 
nothing to.do with this man, for he is deluded.” I immediately, with 
others, who contended for the above mentioned gifts, separated from 


them, and the dream.closed, and I awoke— 


A BELIEVER IN THE SCRIPTURES; 
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_ Stow the first form of this number was in press, I have tho 


ught it 
necessary to state more particularly the design of this work, lest s@me 
perchance should misunderstand, and imbibe a eee hn raga of the 
real object, or reason why I publish this work in numbers in the form 
of a periodical. | 
- Since I have been engaged in proclaiming the Gospel of Christ in 
this city, I have often a requested, not only by members of the 
church, but by scores of individuals who do not stand in connexion 
with the society, to publish a history of the rise of this church, and 
the coming forth of the Book of Mormon; and other things, such as 
important extracts from church history, and some of the most inter- 
ésting accounts of the American antiquities, which will be circumstan- 
cial or collateral evidence in favour of the Book of Mormon, and the 
rinciples held to by the society with regard to the great work of God 
m the lastdays. J shall endeavour to collect, and insert such accounts 
as above mentioned, as will be interesting to alt who read and patron- | 
ize this work. 
This work throughout will be published upon the same principle as 
that of P. P. Pratt’s “ Voice of Warning”—with these exceptions, it wilk 
be published in numbers, and a greater variety of subjects will be treated 
upon. Ihave adopted the plan of publishing it in numbers because it 
ismore convenient for-myself and much more so for an extensive circu- | 
lation in this city, and adjoining country, as is well known: and | 
shall close the volume as soon as I publish all that I consider useful in 
-awork of thiskind. | | 
I shall not interfere with the church affairs, that is, conference news, 
_ after this number; but shall chiefly confine myself to scriptural sub- 
jects, and such as above mentioned. ae 
‘ Also it will be seen from ‘the title page, that I have changed the 
title from what I advertised in the prospectus, and have added eight 
more pages. Again, I went to so much more expense for the covers 
than what I expected when I issued the prospectus, that I found that 
I would sink money if I published them on the terms I advertised,- 
considering the few that I expect.to sell. Therefore, I have conclu- 
_ ded to have each number of this work contain 24 pages, and sell them 
for cts. per single copy. 
N. B. Those who “ egomeae a copy of each number of this work, 
will do well to carefully preserve them in order :to’have them bound, 
when the volume is closed. | 


| MARKS OF DISHONESTY. 
nave before me several numbers of the “ Christi Observer,” and 
in them is a long protracted tale entitled, “The Mormon Delusion” 
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copied from the “ Episcopal Recorder,” signed, “ J. A. C.” (J..A. Clark, — 
‘I suppose.) The sequel of his story seems to be founded upon a con- 
versation which he had with Martin Harris in 1827; in which Mr. 
Harris, is made to say some strange things. 

It is well known that the Book of Mormon was not printed until 
1830,—the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints was or- 
ganized the same year. 

Now admitting the Rev. Gentleman’s story to be true, which by the 
by I sincerely doubt, from the fact that I have been acquainted with 
Mr. Harris for the last eight years, and know his views to be different 
from what they are here represented, it is not such a wonderful thing ° 
‘at last that Mr. Harris should have had imperfect views so early in| 
the commencement of this work: for whoever will take the trouble — 
to read the New Testament will-find that the disciples of Christ had 
imperfect ideas with regard to the object of his mission. When Christ 
made’ known to them that he would be taken and crucified they could 
‘not understand him. At another time they wanted him to call down 
fire and consume their enemies as Elias did. Christ reproved them 
. saying, “ ye know not what ye ask.” At another time they were for . 
fighting.. They also enquired of him, even after his resurrection, if he 
- would then restore the kingdom to Isreal. Indeed, his apostles, and 
all who believed him while he-was on earth supposed he would then 
be placed upon the throne of David in Jerusalem, and they should be 
exalted near his presence. With this worldly idea of self-interest, 
they made an attempt to place him upon the throne by force. Any 

rson who will carefully read the four Evangelists, will discover that 
_ some of the first ideas that the disciples of Christ had were those of a 

worldly nature; but they in time were made acquainted with the ob- 
ject of Christ’s mission; also their own: and they had to tamely 


submit to the yoke of persecution, and have the finger of scorn pointed © 


at them for the sake of Christ. .Mr. Clark seems to infer that the 
idea of self-interest was what induced Mr. H. to embrace the cause 
of the Latter-Day Saints. If Mr. H. ever had such an idea it was 
‘soon changed: for he has suffered much for his religious sentiments, 
and has had the finger of scorn pointed at him for the sake of Christ. 
Mr. Clark gives several reasons why the cause of the Latter-Day 
Saints has prospered :—one is that they fully and cordially admit the | 
truth of the sacred scriptures!! _This is a very good reason. 
He also adds the love tale of Joseph Smith stealing his wife. Mrs. 
Smith was at thetime of her marriage about 22 years of age; Mr.Smith 
bei: he also obtained her mother’s consent: 
consequently he had the majority. Her father, Mr. Hale, was not at 
_ home at thetime they were-married. And now I ask where the sin is in 
all this? suppose if any Rev. Gentleman under similar circum- 
_ stances would do the like; it would be said that he done no wrong: : 


and .it is my principleto 
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follow him in all his windings. # he had come out with scriptural 
atguments, and attempted to prove our principles false, then I would 
have boldy met them; but now there is none to meet. It is also 
manifest that he is not acquainted with our doctrine, or he has wilfully — 
mi ted it. I , we have beena thousand times astonished 
that our enemies do not invest themselves with a knowledge of our 
doctrine before they speak or write against it. As yet, the most effec- 
taal scheme that our enemies have pitched upon to prejudice the 
_ public mind, is that of building up a creature, or rearing a fabric, that 
they are-pleased to eall Mormonism, which is composed of the Spaul- 
: ding Story, the love tale of Mr. Smith stealing his wife, holding -all 
things in common, the superstitious doctrines that were p ted by 
Emanuel Swedenborg, Ann Lee and a thousand other foolish things. 
And then priest and professor, drunkard and swearer, have all joined 
in the uproar saying, “ it is delusion, fanaticism, imposture, false doc- 
trine,and away with Mormonism!” In the midst of this uproar some 
would be popular man like Mr. Clark writes some disclosure of 
Mormonism, a thing that he knew nothing about himself. Another 
has ascended his pulpit, and read from the newspapers, love tales, 
, money digging story, holding all things in common, and then the black 
catalogue of false doctrines, once propagated by false teachers, which 
_ hé@compares with Mormonism. His auditors have listened with eager- 
ness as though he was about to acheive a signal victory: also to the 
dips of his oratory in putting in his key stone argument, and to 
hear the word that Mormonism is down for ever, that they may shout 
the triumph; and that its votaries will be obliged to abandon it, and 
retire from the field of labour with shame, and disgrace. But behold — 
with all their ceremony Mormonism was not there, no more than the 
apostles were in pewee after the angel had brought them out, and the 
high priest sent for them. Indeed, our enemies often get up things 
that they call Mormonism which we are as ready to oppose as they. 
_. Mormonism so called is in safe keeping—God has commenced to we 
no man can stay his hand. In conclusion, 1 say that Mr. Clark’s 


7 4 “Mormon Delusion” is a disgrace to any public paper. 


PRESENT AGE OF THE WORLD. J 

_ -Tumae are various opinions upon the chronology of time in the 
present age, as well as in ages past, and whether by the commen- 
tators or by the clergy the term of four thousand and four years, 
- ‘Was put down as the exact time from the beginning. till the birth of 
Christ, we shall not pretend to say, but content ourselves by stating 
facts upon this subject as they are recorded in the bible. According 
to the present Christian calculation we are now living in the | 
5845 year of the world. Wecomputethus: = © 
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AGE OF THE WORLD. 


From their departure out of Egypt 
ill the birth of Christ, - - 1491 


Years = 4159 


Genesis, 5 & 8, from Adam to the end of 


"The children of Israel in 


266 
Here we have more than a century and a half difference; and how 
comes this, says one? It is plain from the bible chronology, that — 
from the creation till Jacob told: Pharaoh that all the days of his — 
pilgrimage were 130 years, was 2238 years: this was time 
that the children of Israel went into Egypt, no ohe will disput 
_ And now mark, Moses says that the children of Israel dweit in 
Egypt 430 years toa day. (See Ex. xii. 40.) Add this'to the 2288, 
it makes the departure of the children of Israel from Egpyt take 
place in the 2668 year of the world, From this to the building of Solo- 


mon’s: Temple was 480 years, which makes the building of the _. 
Temple take place in the 3148 year of the ae er ist Kings, =. 
Gthe the Jews, 411 


ap.) rom this to the Babylonish | 
years drawn from the different reigns of the various kings, which 
makes the Babylonish —_ take place in the eo ear of the 
world. From this to the birth of Christ 600 (or near about) years. 
However, historians ‘differ in a few years, in their chronology of this 
elapse of time. Admitting 600 years to be the correct amount of 
time, it makes the birth of Christ take place in the 4159 year of the 
world. Add to that 1841, which makes this (that is, the 1841 year of 
the christian era,) the 6000:year of the world. 
What has caused the blunder we suppose is the saying of Paul, Gal. 
in. 17. “ And this I say, that the covenant that was corrimaeEp be- 
fore God in Christ, the bow, which was four hundred and thirty years 
_ after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none Sect.” 
Some say this 430 years commenced when the Lord called Abraham | 
out of Ur in Chaldea, which they infer from the word conrinuzp ; 
but let us turn back to the 105 Psalm, which is a clew to this word 
CONFIRMED ; which says, “O ye seed of Abraham, his servant, ye 
children of Jacob his chosen; he is the Lord our God ; his judgments 
- are in all the earth; he hath remembered his covenants to a thousand 
_ generations; which he made with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac, 
conFinmpp the same unto Jacob for ‘2 law, and to Israel for an ever- 
lasting covenant.” From this we learn that the covenant was con- 
FinuED upon Jacob, and Moses and Paul both. agree that the law _ 
that was given upon Mount Sinai, was 430 years after the covenant 
here alluded to was made: 
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22 - COMMUNICATION. 
(COMMUNICATION.) 
Brother B. Winchester. 
Dear Sin :—Having learned your intentions 
‘to issue a work in this city, devoted to the gospel, and cause of the 
Latter-Day Saints, I beg leave to express my gratification at so 
laudable an undertaking, and to offer a few reflections on the pros- 
perity of our cause from its commencement. It can but be obvious 
to you that as the conductor of such a work rom station will be one 
of great-responsibility, as you will be accountable for the precepts it car- 
-Fies to the world ; but may heaven bless your undertaking, that it may 
advance the cause of righteousness in this vicinity—may your pen be 
directed by Him whose cause you have espoused, that on every page 
the lover of truth may be showed the way of holiness. Little more 
than ten years has passed since the organization of the church of 
Christ in these last days; since the angel of the Lord said to our much 
esteemed brother J. Smith, and his faithful companion, O. Cowdery, 
“ To you my fellow servants am I sent to confer this priesthood, that 
through you it may be conferred upon ethers.” The morning that 
heavenly messenger executed this important mission, is one long to be 
remembered by all the saints. The day star from on high then began 
to shed its radiant splendor over the benighted world, and it has since 
succeeded well in dispelling the portentious clouds of ‘superstition and 
_ ignorance from the horizon of many minds. Truth shining in its na- 
tive splendor has unclinched the serpent fangs of religious bigotry from 


many a precious soul, and the iron bands of priestcraft, that have — 


held the religious world with a firm grasp. for many centuries, have 
in many places been broken, and the hu 

in the truth that set him free. Since its rise, this church has — 
onward in its march with a firm and steady hand, and has gathered 
in its progress perhaps a little less than one hundred thousand souls, 
and no power could impede its march. “The heathen » and 


“the people imagined vain things.’ Hell with all her artillery has — | 


opened a continued fire upon the saints, and drunkards, and_ priests, 
thieves and yg wana deacons and scoundrels, teacher. and taught, 
ruler and ruled; have mingled in one common cause. : Mobs have 


tried, but in vain to stop the wheel from rolling, but armiés, fire’ and 
sword have not done it; persecution has raged, but to spread the — 
truth with gigantic strides. Under the reign of a tyrant, and sway 


of mobs the.blood of innocence flowed only to test the depths of their 


' sincerity, and to seal their testimony; which is now reiterated , 


throughout the land and wafted on every breeze. Madam rumour 
with her ten thousand poison tongues has been actively employed ; 
the pen of the learned has been wielded prejudicial to our cause. 
_ The influence of the public press has been constantly exerted to hide 

the truth. And from the sacred desk have been constantly heard long 


mble captive made to rejoice 
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MINUTES OF SPECIAL CONFERENCE. 3 


loud and fearful. cries of “ impostors ! false rophets ! 
4” &c.; but still the Lord is. and who can hinder.. 
| be kingdom which Daniel saw like a stone hewn: from the mountain 
sme ds, has begun to roll, and will soon fillthe earth. It is trul 
as Christ said, “like a grain of mustard which indeed is the least of all 
seeds, but when grown becomes the oe among herbs, that the fowls. 
of heaven lodge in its branches.” ‘Though ie upon as the least, and 
meanest of all systems yet it has taken deep root, and in Colambia’s 
land is gore forth its numerous tendrils, and towering its lofty 
branches, which have already spread their shadow, not: only to the 
coasts.of our happy land, but over many of the sons of 
Europe it has cast a ore eon tare and thousands of the way-worn 
sons of Britain, who have groaning ender regal power 
and priestly pomp, are now raidleing ‘with us, and reposing under its 
branches, partaking the blessings, and bringing forth the fruits of the 
kingdom. ‘What but an almighty arm could take an obscure y: 
man from the plow and raise him up to astonish the world, to lay a 
foundation of a work like this, and cause the wisdom of the high 
minded priests of this ration ta be ‘confounded, and the wisdom of. 
the wise ea perish. What but the,spirit and power of Elijah’s God 
could take a company of men, one from the plow, another from the 
anvil, and a third from a shoe-bench, and inspire them with: zeal, in- 
fluence and power to contend with the prejudices of the ignorant, and 
the pen of the learned, to face the combined powers of earth and-hell 
arrayed against their cause, and to stem with the ship such a flowing 
tide; surely the God of heaven is at the helm, and therefore she steers - 
her course onward, and heeds no alarm, but rides the mountain waves 
that dash vehemently against her 


She atopa not.to anchor in harbours below, 

But o’er the rough billows, her true course doth go; . 
- The high lands of heaven she still keeps in view, 
t anchor, and there her crew. 


With high considerations of esteem and respect, 
I am, dear sir, 
Your fellow — in the bonds of the New Covenant, 7 
SNOW. 


ae OF A SPECIAL CONFERENCE OF THE ELDERS AND MEMBERS 
..OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS, P , 
IN. PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 14TH, 1840. 


Tue conference assembled at 10 o’clock. A. M. Elder B. Wikiihee. 
ter was unanimously called to the chair, and J. H. Newton, ow: : 
The conference was then by by the President. 
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